Church youth
eroup fves up

n any given summer day,
swimming or sitting inside un-
der the air conditlener would
be on the agenda for Ashley
Hicks.

Bul on Thursday, she gave up
those pleasures te help a

the first da;
sion project,

That rember,
Mumphord, has been with
First Baptist since 1973, The
exterior of her 303 West Murray
5t home was coverad in chip-
ping paint and the ground
around the house was devoid of
fiowers.

She did not have encugh mon-
gy to pay to have it worked on,
Ashlev said. S¢ the group de-
cidad to help her oul

Cleopatra

[tatatie
she said,

*hcugh thev were wet, waat»
and covered in paini speclies
On breaks from work, ﬁhe
groun filled up on fruit and wa-
fer.

The youih met at the church
at 7:15 “ready to work hard” on
Thursday morning, Tara Gre-
sham said. They worked until 3

To see video of the First Baptist
Church yo uth group working, go
oy www VictoriaAdvacate.com
and click on the story.
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Bend  Mental

Health
Iiental Retardation Centerisa
step closer to ifs cross-town
maove after buying a new build-
ing Thursday.

The 38-year-old center pur-

Gult

chased a 55,000-square-foot
huiiding on DeTar Hospital's
north campus af 6302 Nursery
Drive.

The three-story brick strue-
ture, known as the Regional
Medical Plaza, wili help to
eventually increase the ser-
vices the center offers the pub-
lie, said David Way, Guif Bend’s
director of operations.

“It’s not unlike making the de-
cision of owning a home or
renting,” he said, noting the
center took out a 15-year loan,

Guadalupe
Gauma,
retired,
Victoria

E’m dis-
appoint-
ed be-
cause not
too long
ago she said we don’t quit,
we’re not quitters. Well, I re-
alized that Obama won but
I'm disappointed. T expected
her to win. [ voted for her
Maybe she'll still make it,
stranger things have hap-
pened. We worr't give up. I'm
like she is, we don’t give up.

“We pay rent today, but this

way ... at the end of 15 years we
own a huilding and we're able
to redirect those monies inlo
direct services.”

The non-profit organization
serves about 1,000 adults and
250 children monthily in the sev-
en counties it covers, but only
receives state funding to help
609 adults and 125 children,
Way said. Those extra funds, he
noted, will come in handy.

The relocation will cost an es-
timated $3,657,080, he said, and
the center’s board committed
$500,000. The M.G. and Lillie
Johnson Foundation will econ-
tribute $300,000, he said, and
the rest will be financed. The
organization will approach oth-
er entities for additional funds.

The center will only use about

Eﬁegim‘aa& Medical Plaza )
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40,000-square-feet of the build-
“ing, Way said, and will look for
other healthcare or social ser-
vices companies to rent out the
property.

The huilding’s current occu-

Jackie
Bobinson,
oilfield
equipment
operaior,
Telferner

Et’s
about
i time. Was
she going
to win? Barack had the most
delegates. She wouldn't have
caught up to him.

Bifrado
Gonzaiez,

i truck driver,
Mission

i guess
when you
car't con-
finue on,
you have
to quit in a way, but support
the other candidate. You nev-
er give up, you just keep on
supporting the other candi-
date, hope for the hest. For
the Democrats — let's see
what happens. It's an adven-
turous period.

remain ‘é;:' , the fmf{ﬂ ¥
ecutive director Don  Polzin
said, an J(EJL{E benefit for pa-
{ients.

The Social Security Adminis-
tration and women's clinie are

there’s a bus stop right at the
building’s entrance.

folks,” he said.
said, but it has until Nov. 1 to be

out of its current home. The
plan is to create a seamless

move without any disruption in

business.

Allison Miles is q reporter
for the Advocate.

e
Wettstein,
fruch driver,
Schulenburg

';{ probably
wotldn’t
vote for her,
but I'd prob-
ably rather
see her than Barack Obama. I'm
not necessarity Democratic. 'm
for the person who has the most
moral values, I'd rather not have
seen anther Clinton in office. I
don't think she should have giv-
en up. I think she should have
given it a better shot.

aiso nearby, Way noted, and

“This is very convenient for

Gulf Bend should be situated
in its new home by Gcet. 31, Way
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